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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

J.  COUTTS  MILNE,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.&h. 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

F.  E.  SMALE,  C.R.S.H.,  m.a.p.h.i. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1961 

Area:  3,694  acres. 

Population:  13,010  (estimated  mid-year  1961)— (Census  1961:  13,672). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  4,144  (corrected  figure). 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  £818  (estimated  1.4.62). 

Rateable  value:  £201,430  (31.12.61). 

General  Rate:  22/6  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate : 24.75  (crude);  24.25  (standardised). 

Death  Rate:  11.60  (crude);  11.94  (standardised). 

Comparability  factors:  Births — 0.98,  Deaths — 1.03. 

Infantile  death  rate  per  1,000  births:  18.63. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1961 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  considera- 
tion the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1961,  prepared  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Points  of  note  in  the  vital  statistical  figures  are  that  the  population 
is  higher  and  the  birth  rate  considerably  higher  than  in  the  previous 
year;  the  death  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  though  higher  than 
in  the  last  two  years  are  still  lower  than  the  national  rate.  1961  seems 
to  have  been  a boom  year  for  babies  in  Fleet  with  a birth  rate  of  over 
24  per  1,000  population,  being  nearly  40  per  cent  more  than  the 
national  rate;  the  latter  has  been  rising  since  1955,  said  to  be  due  to 
couples  marrying  earlier.  The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was 
greatly  increased,  accounted  almost  wholly  by  an  epidemic  of  measles 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis  nor  of 
diphtheria  was  reported. 

Population  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  figure  for 
1961  is  13,010  showing  an  increase  of  370  over  the  previous  year.  The 
preliminary  report  on  the  1961  Census  recorded  that  the  population  of 
the  town  on  23rd  April  1961  was  13,672  composed  of  6,479  males  and 
7,193  females.  This  population  figure  shows  an  intercensal  increase  of 
51.7  per  cent,  over  the  1951  census;  only  two  other  urban  areas  in  the 
county  showed  a greater  increase,  viz,  Havant  and  Waterlooville  (110.5 
per  cent)  and  Basingstoke  (52.8  per  cent).  This  very  considerable 
increase  is  presumably  an  indication  of  the  attraction  of  Fleet  as  a 
dormitory  area  for  people  working  in  London  and  at  the  Royal  Aircraft 
Establishment  and  at  Pystock.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  ratio  of  females 
to  males  is  higher  than  the  national  ratio  on  the  1961  census  (1,066 
females  to  1,000  males)  and  is  possibly  a sign  that  Fleet  also  attracts 
retired  and  elderly  among  whom  women  are  much  superior  in  numbers. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  mention  the  number  of  private  households 
4,392  (a  72  per  cent  increase  over  the  1951  census)  and  private  dwellings 
4,498  (83  per  cent  increase)  as  given  in  the  preliminary  census  report  of 
1961. 

A Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  a duty  to  draw  attention  to  in- 
fluences prejudicial  to  health.  One  of  these  is  cigarette  smoking.  The 
recently  published  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on 
Smoking  and  Health  gives  evidence  of  the  hazards  of  smoking,  stating 
definitely  that  cigarette  smoking  is  a cause  of  lung  cancer  and  bronchitis 
and  probably  contributes  to  the  development  of  coronary  heart 
disease.  General  discouragement  of  smoking,  particularly  by  young 
people,  is  necessary.  Some  comments  in  an  article  in  the  British  Medical 
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journal  are  worth  quoting.  ‘If  smoking  habits  are  to  be  changed, 
health  education  will  need  to  be  combined  with  some  measure  of  public 
control.  There  is  a strong  case  for  curtailing  tobacco  advertisements. 
The  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  children  under  16  should 
be  enforced  (difficult  to  do  when  we  have  cigarette  selling  machines). 
Facilities  for  smoking  in  public  transport  might  be  reduced  and 
smoking  in  theatres  and  cinemas  forbidden,  and  there  is  certainly  no 
reason  why  the  issue  of  cheap  cigarettes  to  young  Servicemen  should 
continue.' 

As  in  previous  years,  the  routine  work  of  protecting  young  children 
against  the  preventible  diseases  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  continued  to  be  carried  out  and  thanks 
are  due  to  the  private  medical  practitioners  for  their  help  in  this 
connection. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  help,  to  Mr.  Collier,  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  to  Mr.  Smale,  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Miss  Whit- 
worth for  their  ready  assistance  enabling  me  to  carry  out  my  duties. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  COUTTS  MILNE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  : 

M 

F 

Total 

Number 

185 

137 

322 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

. . 

. . 

24.75 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  . . 

■ • 

3.4 

Stillbirths  : 

Number 

3 

5 

8 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

, . 

. . 

24.06 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

188 

142 

330 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (induding  abortion)  : 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Deaths  : 

Deaths  (all  causes)  . . . . . . ■ • 76  75 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 


18.63 

19.3 

Nil 

12.42 

12.42 

36.36 


Nil 

Nil 


151 

11.60 


Comparative  Rates 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1960 

21.28 

9.53 

11.15 

1961 

24.25 

11.94 

18.63 

England  and 

17.4 

12.0 

^1.4 

Wales  (1961) 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961  M F 


Cancer  — stomach  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 2 

Cancer  — lung,  bronchus  . . . . . . . . . . 5 - 

Cancer  — breast  . . . . . . . . . . . . - 3 

Cancer  — uterus  . . . . . . . . . . . . - 1 

Cancer  — other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 5 

Leukaemia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 - 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . . . . . . 9 18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . . . . . . . . 21  12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . . . . . . 2 1 

Other  heart  disease  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 11 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . . . . . . 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . - 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . . . . . . . . 1 - 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . . . . 5 7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . . . . . . . . 2 - 

All  other  accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . . . . . . - 1 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Nursing  and  Midwifery  Staff  : 

District  Midwives : Miss  A.  D.  McMonigall, 

34  Connaught  Road,  Fleet. 

Tel.  Fleet  365. 

Miss  S.  F.  B.  Hicks, 

29  Kings  Road,  Fleet. 

Tel.  Fleet  1178. 

District  Nurse : Miss  R.  M.  Phillips, 

34  Connaught  Road,  Fleet. 

Tel.  Fleet  365. 
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There  is  also  a home-help  service  in  operation  and  this  is  admin- 
istered by  a County  Council  organiser  with  headquarters  at  Basingstoke 
and  an  office  in  Fleet.  I am  indebted  to  the  Divisional  Organiser,  Miss 
M.  E.  Reed,  for  the  following  information. 

The  number  of  new  cases  assisted  in  the  Fleet  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1961  was  59,  as  follows; 

Maternity — 11;  general  sickness — 10;  post-hospital — 9;  aged  sick — 

6;  aged  infirm — 11;  post-maternity — 5;  chronic — 6;  child  care— 1. 

There  were  twelve  helpers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a 
decrease  of  one  during  the  year.' 

This  area  for  general  hospital  purposes  comes  under  the  South 
West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Fleet  and  District  Hospital  contains  33  beds  (9  male,  14 
female,  6 children’s  and  4 private  wards)  and  provides  general  medical 
and  surgical  treatment.  There  is  a separate  children’s  ward.  There  is  no 
resident  Medical  Officer.  There  is  a consultant  surgical  and  medical 
staff  in  addition  to  the  Doctors  in  practice  in  the  area,  who  attend  at  the 
hospital. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  treated  at  Northfield  Hospital, 
Aldershot.  The  ambulance  service  provides  for  removal  of  patients  to 
hospital  through  the  local  depots  at  Aldershot  and  Farnborough. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  School  Medical  Services, 
Mental  Deficiency,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Orthopaedic  Services, 
the  care  of  premature  infants  and  illegitimate  children  and  the  Tuber- 
culosis service  (prevention,  care  and  after-care  only). 

The  special  clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  held  at  the  Northfield 
Hospital,  Aldershot,  and  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  as  is  the  treatment  part  of  the  Tuberculosis  service. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Hampshire  County  Hospital,  Winchester  (telephone 
3807),  and  the  Director  is  Dr.  M.  H.  Hughes.  All  types  of  bacterio- 
logical examinations  are  carried  out  there. 

Chemical  examinations  of  water,  foods,  etc.,  are  carried  out  by 
the  City  Analyst  of  Portsmouth  by  arrangement  with  Portsmouth  City 
Council. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres  : 

Diphtheria  Immunisation : Clinics  are  held  at  the  Schools  as  required. 
Special  Clinics : 

Women — - Held  every  Monday — 10  a.m.  to  12.30; 

Wednesday — 2 to  4 p.m.,  at  the  Northfield 
Hospital,  Aldershot. 

Men  — Held  every  Wednesday — 5 p.m.  to  7 p.m., 

at  the  Northfield  Hospital,  Aldershot. 

Chest  Clinic  : Held  every  Monday — 9.30  to  11  a.m.;  Tues- 

day— 1.30  p.m.  to  3 p.m.,  and  Thursday — 
9.30  a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  at  the  Northfield 
Hospital,  Aldershot. 
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Child  Welfare  : 

Fleet — Every  Monday  at  the  Church  Hall,  Albert 

Street,  Fleet. 

Crookham — Every  Tuesday  at  the  Military  Families’ 

Centre,  Queen  Elizabeth  Barracks,  Crook- 
ham,  but  Doctor  attends  2nd  and  4th  only. 

The  County  Council  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  is  Mrs. 
Stockdale,  h.v.,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  and  for  the  Crookham  Ward,  Miss 
Rogers,  h.v.,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Outside  the  District  but  serving  the  area.  Orthopaedic  Clinics  for 
schoolchildren  and  infants  are  held  at  Aldershot  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  every  month,  and  School  Eye  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Aldershot 
General  Hospital  every  Thursday  afternoon — by  appointment  only. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination  : 

Diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  vaccination  prophylaxis  for 
infants  and  school  children  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
County  Council  and  it  is  a free  service.  Parents  may  elect  to  have  their 
children  done  privately  by  their  own  doctor.  Children  under  school  age 
can  still  be  immunised  at  the  weekly  child  welfare  clinic. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Infectious  Diseases  : 

General : 

In  England  and  Wales  the  number  of  poliomyelitis  notifications 
was  double  that  in  1960  but  even  so  the  total  was  the  smallest  since  the 
outbreak  of  1947  with  the  exception  of  1960.  The  maximum  incidence 
occurred  in  the  42nd  week. 

Notifications  of  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough  were  the  lowest 
recorded  but  measles  on  the  other  hand  had  the  highest  number  of 
notifications  since  the  disease  was  made  notifiable  in  1939.  Fortunately 
the  mortality  from  measles  is  nothing  like  what  it  was  in  the  previous 
century  when  in  1896  over  17,000  deaths  were  registered  in  England 
and  Wales;  the  number  of  deaths  started  to  fall  by  the  end  of  the 
first  world  war  and  for  the  past  5 or  6 years  have  not  exceeded  0.02 
per  hundred  notifications. 

In  Fleet,  317  cases  of  measles  with  no  deaths  were  notified;  cases 
started  to  increase  in  February,  reached  a peak  in  the  week  ending  11th 
March  when  77  cases  were  reported,  and  continued  till  May.  251  of  the 
cases  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  only  5 were  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  Measles  can  be  a considerable  educa- 
tional handicap  through  school  absence  and  undoubtedly  added  greatly 
to  the  family  doctor’s  burden  of  work  during  the  spring  term.  A 
vaccine  for  measles  has  been  developed  but  further  work  on  it  is  needed 
as  unfortunately  the  incidence  of  reactions  following  vaccinations  has 
been  high,  the  symptoms  resembling  those  of  the  natural  disease. 
Research  is  still  needed  on  further  weakening  of  the  measles  vaccine 
virus. 
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Comparative  Tables 


Disease 

1960 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

6 

8 

Pneumonia 

3 

24 

Measles.  . 

1 

317 

Whooping  Cough 

. . : 7 

9 

Erysipelas 

3 

Dysentery 

. . : 1 

— 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

. . ! 1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

Pueperal  Pyrexia 

..  i 1 

1 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  Procedures  : 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  and  of  their  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox 
continued  to  be  a major  concern  of  the  Health  Department. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  writes  that 
the  experience  of  diphtheria  in  recent  years  cannot  give  rise  to  com- 
placency. While  the  disease  is  no  longer  epidemic  in  the  country,  small 
localised  outbreaks  continue  to  occur.  In  1960,  16  cases  occurred  in 
London  boroughs  and  there  should  be  no  need  to  stress  the  relative 
proximity  of  Fleet  to  London.  The  town’s  immunisation  state  is 
reasonably  good  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  maintain  a high 
level  of  immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  immunised  during  the  year. 

Table  (a) 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  primary  immunisation 
and  who  received  reinforcing  injections. 


Date  of  Birth 

Diphtheria 

only 

Diphtheria/ 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

I i 

Triple  , 

j 

Whooping- 

Cough 

only 

— 

P.  B. 

P.  B. 

P.  1 B. 

P. 

B. 

P. 

B. 

1961 

— — 

— 

-- 

113 

— 

— 

1960 

2 — 

3 — 

1 — 

172 

5 

■ 

— 

1959 

1 1 1 

1 

»> 

;>  — 

__  ! 

12 

1 

2 

1 

195S 

1 

’ 1 ~ 

2 

1 — 

5 

— 

— 

1957 

- ' 

— — 

— — 

5 

5 



— 

1952  - 1956 

15  114 

6 - 

1 4 

8 

202 

— 

1947  - 1951 

1 1 18 

■ 

— • — 

i 1 — 

— 

57 



i 

Totals 

20  . 134 

14 

4 ; 4 

316 

270 

2 

The  majority  of  the  injections  were  given  by  private  practitioners. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  : 

During  the  year  certain  amendments  were  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  the  polio  vaccination  scheme.  As  from  1st  January  persons 
over  40  years  of  age  who  were  not  in  any  priority  groups  could  be 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  by  their  own  doctor  with  vaccine 
obtained  through  the  pharmaceutical  services.  The  risk  of  contracting 
polio  declines  with  increasing  age,  so  that  Local  Health  Authority 
arrangements  continued  to  apply  only  to  those  under  40  and  those, 
without  regard  to  age,  who  are  exposed  to  a special  risk  of  infection. 
In  April  the  Ministry  recommended  that  a re-inforcing  fourth  dose  of 
polio  vaccine  should  be  offered  to  school  children  under  the  age  of  12 
years  and  during  the  school  summer  term  these  children  were  given 
this  added  protection. 

Fleet  was  fortunate  in  not  having  any  case  of  the  disease,  although 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  particularly  Hull,  Ipswich  and  Liverpool, 
serious  outbreaks  occurred.  These  appear  to  be  in  line  with  the  experi- 
ence in  the  United  States  and  Canada  in  1958-59  where  despite  extensive 
programmes  of  vaccination  the  disease  broke  out  in  various  towns, 
mainly  in  persons  who  had  not  been  fully  protected.  During  the  Hull 
outbreak  oral  polio  vaccine  was  used  for  the  first  time  in  this  country 
and  proved  to  be  the  prelude  to  the  general  use  of  oral  polio  vaccine. 
The  switch  over  from  Salk  vaccine  to  oral  vaccine  does  not  mean  that 
the  former  is  now  considered  to  be  of  little  or  less  value.  Salk  vaccine 
affords  considerable  protection  to  the  individual  but  only  universal 
vaccination  will  prevent  outbreaks.  This  vaccine  can  and  does  reduce 
the  incidence  of  polio  but  it  does  little  to  eliminate  the  polio  viruses 
from  the  gastro-intestinal  tract.  Oral  vaccine  on  the  other  hand  not 
only  produces  immunity  but  also  resistance  of  the  gut  to  infection,  and 
when  given  on  a mass  scale  can  eliminate  the  polio  viruses  from  the 
population.  As  a live  oral  vaccine  it  makes  administration  easier  but 
presents  problems  of  storage  and  distribution.  In  February  1962  the 
Ministry  of  Health  announced  that  the  live  attenuated  polio  virus 
vaccine  as  developed  by  Professor  Sabin  is  to  be  issued  for  routine 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  for  the  same  age  groups  as  are  now 
eligible  for  Salk  vaccine. 

As  in  previous  years  vaccination  was  offered  at  Doctors’  surgeries, 
child  welfare  centres,  open  evening  sessions  and  at  schools  for  the 
fourth  injections. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  in 
the  district  during  1961. 

Table  (b) 


Group 

Completed 

2nd  injections 

Completed 

3rd  injections 

Completed 

4th  injections 

Children  born 

1943-1961 

410 

417 

— 

Young  Adults, 

1933-1942 

117 

92 

— 

Adults, 

1920-1932 

242 

286 

— 

All  others 

33 

68 

— 

Children  - School  Entry, 
5-12  years 

— 

— 

670 

Totals 

802 

863  670 
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Vaccination  Against  Smallpox  : 

The  state  of  primary  infant  vaccination  in  the  town  can  still  only 
be  regarded  as  fairly  good,  a total  of  196  babies  under  12  months 
of  age  being  vaccinated.  There  were  322  live  births  during  the  year 
so  that  the  equivalent  of  60.9%  of  the  children  born  were  vaccinated. 
This  figure  may  be  compared  with  that  of  61%  for  the  County  of 
Hampshire  and  with  a rate  of  41.3%  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  1960. 

Reference  should  be  made  to  the  alarm  created  generally  through- 
out the  country  when  a number  of  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in 
January  1962  in  and  around  Bradford,  the  original  cases  having 
arrived  by  air  from  Karachi,  resulting  in  an  unprecedented  rush  to 
family  doctors  for  vaccination.  This  outbreak  highlighted  the  need 
for  making  every  effort  to  have  as  many  infants  as  possible  successfully 
vaccinated.  This,  of  course,  does  not  ensure  continuing  immunity 
but  revaccination  is  always  less  liable  to  complications  than  is  primary 
vaccination  in  adults. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  age  groups  vaccinated. 


Age  at  which 
Vaccinated 

Primary 

Vaccination 

Revaccinations 

Under  1 year  . . 

196 

— 

1-4  years 

26 

10 

5-14  years 

4 

23 

15  and  over 

43 

Total 

248 

76 

Tuberculosis  : 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  was  3;  there  were  no  deaths 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 


Comparative  Tables  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths 


Year 

1 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

1957 

12 



— 

1958 

9 

— 

1959 

8 

— 

i 

1960 

A 

— 

— 

1961 

3 

— 

Venereal  Diseases  : 

No  cases  of  venerea]  diseases  were  specially  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


Infestation  : 

No  cases  of  nits  or  scabies  were  reported  to  the  Department. 
Disinfection: 

No  houses  were  disinfected  after  notifiable  diseases  or  on  request. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  M embers  of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1961 
and  my  fifteenth  as  your  Public  Health  Inspector.  With  the  completion 
of  the  sewering  of  the  district,  the  connection  of  dwelling-houses  pro- 
ceeded steadily  throughout  the  year.  The  passing  of  a new  Housing 
Act  and  a new  Public  Health  Act  gave  Local  Authorities  additional 
powers  for  their  work  in  the  public  health  field  in  which  routine 
inspection  continued  to  play  the  major  part.  Applications  for  improve- 
ment grants,  both  discretionary  and  standard,  came  in  steadily  but 
there  will  have  to  be  a great  increase  in  applications  if  the  Govern- 
ment’s policy  in  this  important  field  of  raising  housing  standards  is  to 
be  successful. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  water  supply  for  the  area  is  provided  by  the 
Mid-Wessex  Water  Company  and  I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Company  for  the  following  report  : 

T.  Water  was  supplied  to  the  whole  urban  district  by  the  Mid- 
Wessex  Water  Company  from  wells  in  the  chalk  at  their  works 
at  Greywell,  Itchel  and  Lasham. 

The  supply  was  continuously  laid  on  under  pressure  and 
was  satisfactory  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  The  water  was 
softened  at  the  sources  before  distribution  so  as  to  comply 
with  the  statutory  limitation  of  hardness  of  12°  Clark  and 
chlorination  is  applied  at  all  sources. 

2.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  and 
treated  waters  were  regularly  and  frequently  made  by  the 
Company’s  resident  chemists  and  bacteriologists  in  their  labor- 
atory and  independent  examinations  were  also  made  by  an 
independent  laboratory.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 

3.  The  waters  do  not  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  No  action  was  required  by  the  Company  in  respect  of  any  form 
of  contamination. 

5.  The  approximate  number  of  connections  in  the  District  at  the 
end  of  1961  was  5,154.  No  information  is  available  as  to  the 
number  of  stand-pipes.’ 


12 


Water  Sampling 

(a)  Public  Main  Supply. 

Four  samples  of  the  Mid-Wessex  Water  Company’s  main  supply 
were  taken  from  sources  in  different  parts  of  the  district  and  all  were 
reported  satisfactory,  bacteriologically.  The  samples  were  not  sub- 
mitted for  full  chemical  analysis  and  the  hardness  figures  were  16.1^ 
(Clark’s  scale),  10.8,  12.0  and  11.2. 

(b)  Public  Swimming  Pool. 

There  is  one  open-air  privately-owned  swimming  pool  in  the 
district  and  the  water  (a  main  supply)  is  treated  by  filtration,  aeration 
and  chlorination.  The  routine  chemical  testing  of  the  water  for  chlorine 
content  was  continued  throughout  the  season  and  no  complaints  were 
received. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  : 

1 am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  D.  Chivers,  for  the 
following  report: 

‘ The  gas  plant,  engines  and  electrical  equipment  at  Kenilworth 
Road  compressor  station  and  the  pumping  plant  and  equipment  at 
Hitches  Lane  station  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  ejectors  at  Aldershot  Road,  Crookham  and  Minley  Road 
have  been  operating  satisfactorily. 

The  whole  of  the  machinery  for  lifting  the  sewage  to  the  disposal 
works  has  given  good  service  throughout  the  year. 

The  main  contracts  for  the  construction  of  drainage  works  in  the 
Urban  District,  carried  out  by  Messrs.  T.  H.  Contractors  Ltd.,  are 
now  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  compressor  station  at 
Minley  Road  which  has  been  delayed  through  non-delivery  of  the 
machinery — this  is  now  being  installed. 

During  the  year,  through  the  rapid  development  that  has  taken 
place  and  with  the  increasing  population,  difficulty  through  sur- 
charging of  existing  sewers  has  been  experienced,  especially  in  the 
Elvetham  Road  area. 

Messrs.  John  Taylor  & Sons,  the  consulting  engineers,  have  pre- 
pared a scheme  for  the  provision  of  relief  sewers  etc.,  to  allow  sewage 
to  be  pumped  direct  from  Hitches  Lane,  avoiding  the  Elvetham  Road 
area,  to  the  disposal  works  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £7,100;  this  is 
now  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 

The  main  contract  for  the  enlargement  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works  has  been  completed.  Owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  daily  flow 
to  be  treated,  additional  works  have  had  to  be  undertaken  so  that  the 
quality  of  the  effluent  may  comply  with  the  Thames  Conservancy 
standards. 

This  work,  estimated  at  £10,000,  is  now  under  construction  com- 
prising of  enlargement  of  existing  pump  station  to  house  an  additional 
pump  and  the  electrification  of  all  units,  new  pipe  lines  and  modifica- 
tions of  existing  works,  also  additional  sludge  drying  beds.’ 
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Public  Cleansing  : 

Weekly  collections  of  refuse  have  been  maintained  throughout  the 
district  and  is  being  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Calthorpe 
Park  and  a considerable  area  of  land  has  been  improved  for  provision 
of  playing  grounds. 


HOCSLNG 

My  comments  on  the  difficulty  of  securing  early  compliance  with 
notices  for  housing  defects,  made  over  the  past  few  years  still  hold 
good  and  much  time  is  taken  in  interviewing  builders  and  re-visiting 
dwelling-houses  in  this  connection. 

Comments  on  other  aspects  of  housing  are  made  in  subsequent 
paragraphs. 

Improvement  Grants  : 

The  number  of  improvement  grants  were  about  the  same  as  last 
year  and  the  table  below  gives  details  of  the  applications. 

The  majority  of  the  ‘Discretionary’  grant  schemes  were  for  the 
alteration  or  conversion  of  existing  outbuildings  to  form  bathrooms, 
with  the  provision  of  hot  water  systems,  foodstores  and  in  some  cases 
including  drainage  work  and  sewer  connections.  Of  grants  approved 
in  respect  of  20  dwelling-houses,  only  6 were  for  rented  houses,  the 
remainder  being  owner-occupied.  Six  of  the  13  applications  approved 
for  ‘Standard’  grants  were  for  the  conversion  of  third  small  bedrooms 
to  form  bathrooms,  the  remainder  being  for  the  provision  of  1 or  more 
of  the  standard  amenities,  mainly  hot  water  supplies.  Five  of  the 
applications  were  in  respect  of  rented  premises.  It  is  disappointing 
that  owners  stiU  do  not  take  advantage  of  these  grants  to  improve 
their  property  besides  raising  the  general  housing  standards  in  the 
district. 


Type  of  Grant 

Applications 

received 

No.  of 
premises 

No. 

Approved 

(premises) 

No. 

refused 

No. 

Approved 
but  not 
taken  up 

“Discretionary” 

17 

20 

18 

2 

2 

“Standard” 

13 

13 

13 

— 

I 

Totals 

30 

33 

31 

2 

3 

Rent  Act  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair  : 

There  were  no  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  in  1961. 

Housing  Act  1957  : 

All  three  dwelling-houses  on  which  demolition  orders  were  made 
in  1958  had  been  vacated  by  the  middle  of  1961  and  all  were  demolished 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  bungalow,  on  which  an  official  undertaking  not  to  re-let  had 
been  operative  for  several  years,  became  vacant  and  was  demolished 
and  another  bungalow  included  in  the  Council’s  approved  proposals 
was  voluntarily  vacated  and  demolished  during  the  year. 
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The  position  generally,  regarding  the  houses  included  in  stages  I 
and  II  of  the  Council’s  approved  proposals  remained  unaltered  but 
progress  in  the  provision  of  dwellings  was  made.  At  the  end  of  the 
vear  the  Council  were  in  process  of  accepting  tenders  for  24  flatlets 

for  old  people  and  22  houses  for  general  needs. 

Housing  Building  Progress  : 

Your  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  D.  Chivers)  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow- 
ing information: 

'No  Council  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 

Total  Number  of  Post-War  Houses  Erected  : 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  354 

Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1234 

Schemes  were  approved  for  the  building  of  24  flatlets  for  old 
people  at  Reading  Road  North,  10  houses  at  Wickham  Estate  and 
12  houses  at  Basingbourne  Road.’ 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  G.  Atkins,  Housing  Officer,  for  the 
following  report: 

‘During  the  year  twelve  tenancies  were  surrendered  of  which  five 
were  tenants  nominated  by  the  N.G.T.E. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  transferring  existing  tenants  to  other 
Council  accommodation  more  suitable  to  means,  size  of  family,  etc., 
was  maintained  and  the  transfer  of  ten  such  tenants  was  effected. 
Only  two  vacancies  occurred  in  the  old  people’s  bungalows  during 
the  past  year.  No  further  council  houses  were  sold  and  the  Council 
has  now  decided  against  selling  any  more  of  its  houses  to  tenants. 

For  the  first  time  for  a number  of  years  the  Council  has  resumed 
building  for  general  housing  needs  and  22  two-bedroomed  houses  are 
in  the  course  of  construction,  10  on  the  Coxheath  Estate  and  12  at 
the  far  end  of  Basingbourne  Road.  In  addition  to  this  24  units  of 
accommodation  are  being  built  for  the  housing  of  old  people  together 
with  a flat  for  a warden  who  will  be  in  attendance.  It  is  anticipated 
that  on  completion  of  these  two  schemes  the  need  for  urgent  Council 
accommodation  will  be  practically  eliminated. 

There  are  approximately  sixty  applicants  for  old  people’s 
accommodation.  A further  43  applications  for  general  housing  were 
received  and  graded  according  to  greatest  need.’ 

Caravans  : 

The  one  permanently  licensed  site  in  the  area  for  93  caravans 
was  maintained  in  its  usual  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year.  On 
the  acquisition  by  the  site  operator  of  a further  piece  of  woodland 
adjoining  the  site  an  application  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans 
to  140  was  finally  approved  early  in  1962,  subject  to  the  same  con- 
ditions as  had  been  included  on  the  former  licence  under  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960.  The  contours  and  land- 
scaping of  the  latest  site  extension  will  allow  for  an  imaginative  layout 
with  the  preservation  of  trees  and  screen  hedges.  The  development 
of  this  land  will  take  up  to  5 years  but  will  not  suffer  because  of  this. 
The  Council’s  policy  regarding  individual  sites  remains  unchanged. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  is  a constituent  member,  together  with  other  Local 
Authorities  in  the  North  East  of  the  County,  of  the  North  Hants 
Rodent  Control  Committee  which  has  met  quarterly  since  1945  to 
discuss  problems,  hear  technical  lectures,  and  see  films  on  rodent  and 
other  pest  problems.  Representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  War  Department  attend.  Locally,  a free 
service  continued  to  be  given  to  both  business  and  private  premises. 

The  part  of  the  sewerage  system  which  was  tested  and  treated  in 
1960  was  found  on  examination  in  1961  to  be  free  from  infestation. 
The  Ministry  have  agreed  that  general  testing  need  not  be  done 
annually  but  that  special  attention  should  be  given  to  new  sewers  as 
they  are  taken  over  by  the  Local  Authority. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  is 
given  below. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Total 

L.A. 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agricultural 

Business 

premises 

1.  No.  of  premises 
inspected 

16 

376 

11 

274 

677 

2.  No.  of  premises 
found  to  be  in- 
fested by  rats  . . 

12 

166 

6 

86 

270 

3.  No.  of  premises 
found  to  be  in- 
fested by  mice.  . 

22 

1. 

5 

27 

4.  No.  of  inspected 
premises  treated 
by  L.A. 

; 12 

188 

6 

91 

297 

5.  No.  of  block  control  schemes 

carried  out  . . . . 70 

6.  No.  of  visits  for  inspection  and 

treatment  . . . . 4030 


Pest  Destroction  : 

The  routine  measures  of  spraying  the  Fleet  Pond  and  small 
ponds  and  ditches  in  the  vicinity  and  treating  the  road  gullies  for 
mosquito  prevention  were  continued. 

Dwelling-houses  were  treated  for  the  following  pests: 

Ants — 2;  Mites— 2;  Fleas— 1;  Cockroaches — 1; 
in  addition  8 wasps  nests  were  destroyed. 

SHOPS 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  through  their  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  for  the  closing  and  other  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Acts,  except  for  the  sanitary  provisions  contained  in  Section  38  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1950,  which  is  administered  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 
The  provisions  of  the  latter  section  are  carried  out. 
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DRAINAGE 


Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  flooding  by  sewage, 
particularly  in  the  Elvetham  Road  area.  Whilst  everything  possible 
was  done  at  the  time  to  prevent  flooding,  the  Council  decided  to 
obtain  a report  on  the  matter  from  their  Consulting  Engineers  and 
by  the  middle  of  1962  the  stage  was  reached  when  tenders  were  being 
invited  to  carry  out  works  to  alleviate  the  flooding. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  district  and  the  difficulties  being 
experienced  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  were  asked  to  submit  a report  on  the  whole  of  the  Fleet 
drainage  system  and  this  report  was  received  in  June  1962.  In  the 
Annual  Report  for  1962  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  that  works 
suggested  in  the  Consulting  Engineers’  report  are  in  hand.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  237  dwelling-houses  with  either  cesspool  systems  or  no 
drainage  at  all  had  been  connected  to  the  new  sewers,  the  laying  of 
which  had  been  completed  in  1960. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply  : 

There  are  two  producers  of  milk  within  the  Urban  District  (both 
producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk)  and  fifteen  retailers  of  bottled  milk 
(ten  from  shops  only). 

Forty-four  inspections  of  dairies  were  made  during  the  year  and 
no  statutory  action  was  called  for,  informal  action  only  being  necessary 
to  ensure  compliance  with  any  contraventions  which  occurred. 

On  6th  December,  1955,  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order,  1955,  came  into  operation^  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
specify  the  Urban  District  as  an  area  in  which  only  tuberculin  tested 
or  heat  treated  milk  could  be  sold. 

Sixty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  adulteration,  all  of 
which  were  satisfactory.  A report  on  samples  taken,  including  milk, 
will  be  found  in  a later  paragraph. 


Sampling  : 

A total  of  40  samples  was  taken  with  the  following  results: 


Designation 

No.  of 

Samples 

submitted 

Methylene  Blue 

Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

P 

F 

Test 

Void 

P 

F 

Pasteurised 

28 

23 

— 

5 

28 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

12 

9 

— 

3 

12 

— 

Totals 

40 

32 

— 

8 

40 

— 
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Of  the  40  bottled  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, eight  were  not  examined  and  the  methylene  blue  test  was  declared 
void  because  the  permissible  atmospheric  shade  temperature  was  ex- 
ceeded in  the  laboratory.  The  other  32  passed  the  methylene  blue  test 
and  all  40  samples  submitted  passed  the  phosphatase  test. 

Eight  of  the  samples  submitted  were  from  schools  in  the  district, 
25  were  taken  from  roundsmen  and  7 from  local  dairies. 

No  action  was  required  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  which  provides  for  action  where 
milk  is  suspected  of  having  caused  disease  in  human  beings. 

One  complaint  of  an  unclean  milk  bottle  was  investigated  and 
reported  to  the  Public  Heath  Committee  and  after  careful  examination 
of  all  the  various  aspects  concerning  the  complaint  the  Committee 
decided  to  deal  with  the  matter  by  way  of  caution. 


D esignated  Milk  : 

The  1st  January,  1961,  saw  the  revocation  of  the  old  Special 
Designation  regulations  and  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1960.  The  latter  brought  about  changes  in 
the  actual  prescribed  tests  for  the  methylene  blue  and  phosphatase 
tests  for  tuberculin  tested  and  pasteurised  samples.  On  the  admin- 
istrative side  all  dealers’  licences  are  to  be  issued  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  which,  in  the  case  of  the  Fleet  Urban  District,  is 
the  County  Council  and  the  duration  of  licences  was  extended  from 
one  to  five  years,  renewable  at  subsequent  quinquennial  periods.  The 
latter  will  cause  a great  saving  in  time  and  paper  (licences,  etc.). 

The  County  Council  asked  local  district  councils,  including  Fleet, 
to  accept  delegated  powers  and  to  issue  dealers’  licences  on  their 
behalf  and  the  Council  agreed. 


At  the  end  of  1961  the  following 
For  Pasteurised  Milk;  ...  | 

For  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk:  ' 

I 

For  Sterilised  Milk: 


licences  were  in  force: 

1 Dealer’s  (pasteuriser’s) 

10  Dealers’  (pre-packed  milk) 

1 Dealer’s 

1 Dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk) 
1 Dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk) 


The  one  Pasteuring  establishment  in  the  district  is  licensed  by  the 
Local  Authority  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 


(b)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : 

The  butchers  in  the  area,  except  in  one  case,  obtain  all  their  supplies 
of  meat  from  wholesalers.  One  butcher  purchases  animals  at  market 
and  has  them  slaughtered  at  a licensed  slaughterhouse  in  Farnborough. 
The  meat  is  generally  of  a high  standard  and  only  relatively  small 
amounts  have  to  be  condemned  at  the  retail  shops. 
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Slaughtering  Facilities  : 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  having  accepted 
the  Council’s  report  under  Section  3 of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958, 
there  is  nothing  further  to  add  under  this  heading.  There  are  no 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  the  two  licensed  before  1939  not 
having  been  re-opened. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  surrendered  and  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 


Bacon,  ham,  pork  and  veal,  etc. 

...  1081bs 

Fish 

...  16  stones 

Tinned  foods  (various) 

...  97 

Beef 

...  241bs. 

Sausages  

...  7 pkts. 

Offal 

...  361bs. 

Biscuits 

346  pkts. 

Chicken 

6Tlbs. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  19/56  the  following  information  is 
given  regarding  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  in  the  area: 


(i)  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the  district 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  as  follows: 


Type  of  Business  Number 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakehouses  and  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cooked  meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  (raw)  ...  ...  3 

Fish  (fried)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocery  8 

Grocers  (including  ‘mixed’  shops)  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Cafes  (including  snack  bars)  7 

Factory  and  School  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 


(ii)  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  number  of  dairies 
registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

Type  of  Business  Number 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice-cream  ...  45 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  A total  of  447  inspections  of  all  types  of  food  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  year.  In  1950  the  Council  made  bye-laws  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  no  statutory  action 
was  necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  them. 

(iv)  There  is  no  clean  food  guild  in  the  area,  reliance  being  placed 
on  individual  advice  and  information  on  food  hygiene  at  routine 
inspections. 

(v)  The  small  amounts  of  carcase  beef  and  oflfal  and  other  raw 
foods  are  disposed  of  in  a local  factory  boiler  fire.  Other  food-stuffs, 
including  tinned  foods,  are  disposed  of  on  the  Council  refuse  tip. 

(vi)  No  special  examination  of  stock  or  of  a consignment  of  food 
has  been  necessary. 
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(vii)  One  cafe  manufactures  a small  quantity  of  ice-cream  for 
consumption  in  the  cafe.  The  provisions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-52,  are  carried  out  both  at  these 
premises  and  at  the  45  retail  premises  where  only  a pre-packed 
article  is  sold. 

(viii)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  and  1962. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  food  premises  in  the  district 
remains  good  on  the  whole  but  constant  routine  inspection  will  always 
be  necessary  so  long  as  the  human  element  plays  such  an  important 
part  in  food  handling.  Whilst  all  the  food  shops  are  now  provided 
with  the  facilities  prescribed  by  the  Regulations  the  frequency  of 
the  use  of  the  facilities  remains  very  much  a matter  for  the  proprietor 
and  the  example  which  he,  himself,  sets.  The  customer  also  has  a 
part  to  play  in  the  attempt  to  raise  and  maintain  the  standard  of  food 
hygiene  but  it  is  felt  that  they  do  not  always  use  as  often  as  they 
might  the  power  of  their  custom  nor  the  means  available  for  reporting 
lapses. 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  to  secure  the  remedy  of  the 
few  contraventions  detected. 


Food  Poisoning... 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  during 
the  year;  and  only  one  isolated  case  was  reported. 

(d)  Adulteration,  etc. 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority. 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Preston,  Chief  Sampling  Officer,  for 
the  following  report: 

d.  1 beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December, 
1961,  80  samples  were  procured  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
within  the  area  of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council. 

2.  Milk  Samples.  The  milk  samples  totalled  69,  21  being  of 
Channel  Islands,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  these 
were  all  free  from  complaint. 

3.  Miscellaneous  Samples.  Eleven  samples  of  articles  other  than 
milk  were  obtained  within  the  area  and  again  these  were  all  satis- 
factory. Three  samples  of  ice-cream  contained  fat  contents  of  10  per 
cent.,  11.3  per  cent,  and  12.9  per  cent.,  these  being  well  above  the 
minimum  standard  of  5 per  cent. 

4.  General.  As  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  reports  for  previous 
years,  attention  was  also  given  to  the  provisions  of  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order  and  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  descriptions  of  food  and  drugs  and  the  various  other 
particulars  which  are  required  to  be  given  in  certain  cases.  It  will 
also  be  appreciated  that  milk  and  other  articles  of  food  sold  within 
the  District  originate  elsewhere,  and  that  these  were  also  subject 
to  additional  checks  in  adjacent  areas.' 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION  WORK 


Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given 

in  the  following  table: 

Premises  Inspected  Number  of 

Inspections 

Re:  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  385 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

.Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Refuse  collection  (dustbins)  and  disposal  ...  ...  1 

Rats  and  Mice  destruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Shops  (re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Swimming  pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Noise  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  Polio  vaccination)  ...  52 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Pet  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rivers  pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Fishmongers  and  fishfryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Cafes  and  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  re  milk  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dwellinghouses 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  24 

Re-inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  86 

Under  Housing  Acts  2 

Re-inspections  under  Housing  Acts  22 

Inspections  re  Improvement  Grants  49 

Re-inspections  re  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  163 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Total  1566 
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Drainage 

Alterations,  additions  and  repairs  ...  ...  ...  63 

Drains  stoppages  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Drain  tests  (water  and  smoke)  188 

The  Rodent  Operator  also  carries  out  the  work  of  unstopping 
drains,  on  request,  at  a charge  to  the  occupier  of  2/-  per  hour.  This 
scheme  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  occupier  and  is  instrumental  in  the 
prevention  of  public  health  nuisances. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  cesspools  requiring  emptying, 
consequent  on  the  provision  of  sewers  in  the  unsewered  areas,  the 
Council's  cesspool  emptying  service  was  discontinued  early  in  the  year, 
after  many  years  of  efficient  service  by  the  contractors,  Messrs. 
Cleansing  Service  (Southern  Counties)  Ltd. 

Complaints: 


Rodent  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

Drainage  (obstructed  drains)  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Pest  Infestation  (general)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Public  Health  nuisances  (general)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  293 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  TO  1959 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  are  now  given  as  an  appendix  to  the  Report. 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Form  of  Notice 

Number  Served 

Premises 

Defects 

Informal : 

Sanitary  defects 

12 

12 

79 

Statutory  ; 

Sanitary  defects 

1 

1 
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In  conclusion  I must  once  again  express  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my  appreciation  of  their  support. 
1 also  express  to  your  Clerk  and  Surveyor  my  thanks  for  their  con- 
tinued co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  SMALE, 

June  1962  Public  Health  Inspector. 


APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1961  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  FLEET  IN  THE)  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

cuted 

(4)  (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1, 
2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities.  . 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . . 

131 

1 — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises)  . . 

Totals 

63 

131 

1 — 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

"O 

■5 

Referred 

which  prose- 
cutions were 

E 

<u 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tern- 

1 

perature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadeqaute  ventila- 
tion (S.4) 

— 

— 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(^) 

2^  Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

(4)  (5) 

cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

2 

— 

— 

c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out-work 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 
Sections  110  and  111 


NIL  RETURN 


Date  — 25th  June.  1962. 


Signed  — J.  COUTTS  MILNE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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